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Civil Discourse - Social Media
GRADE 11, LESSON 12
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CharacterDare
(5-7 minutes)

Exit Intentionally
(3 minutes)

Objectives:
• Students will reflect on their own 

character and identify ways they 
could improve it.

• Students will problem solve a written 
communication issue by helping the 
teacher identify the problems with 
the communication. 
 

Materials:
• Image: CharacterDare Image Set
• Video: Text Message Exchange 

(1:36)
• Image: Written Communication 

Diagram

CharacterDare (5-7 minutes):
• *Project Image: Previous CharacterDare.* 

• Review the previous CharacterDare. In partnerships or small groups, 
have students discuss the previous Dare using the Truth or Dare 
format. 

• *Project Image: Truth or Dare.*
 Є Truth: “What do you think about our most recent Dare?”

 Є Do you like or dislike the Dare? Why?
 Є What was most difficult when considering this Dare?
 Є What do you think would happen if more people did 

this CharacterDare?
 Є Dare: “Reflect on your experience with our most recent 

Activity
(14-16 minutes)

Dare.”
 Є What did you learn about yourself 

in attempting this CharacterDare?
 Є What did you learn about others in 

attempting this CharacterDare? 

• Ask for volunteers or randomly select some 
students to share their Truth or Dare reflections. 
Encourage them when appropriate and take 
advantage of any teachable moments, especially 
when a student shares a struggle. Remind your 
students that it is not about being perfect or 
completing every Dare. This process is about 
striving to improve our character with intentional 
practice. For some people, the challenge is simply in 
thinking about the CharacterDare and discussing it. 

Discussion
(5-7 minutes)

Review
(2-3 minutes)

https://vimeo.com/224384531/4dad2d09ed
https://vimeo.com/224384531/4dad2d09ed
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• *Project Image: Current CharacterDare.* 

• Introduce the current CharacterDare. Answer and clarify any questions about the Dare. 
Encourage students to modify the CharacterDare if it does not seem to specifically fit 
your school situation. If necessary, talk about ways you could increase or decrease the 
challenge of the CharacterDare.

Teacher Notes:
• The purpose of today’s lesson is to help students see firsthand how perceivers of communication have 

to assume context, intent, and meaning of language conveyed in a written form/text messaging/social 
media. 

• Because so many students live on social media, it’s important that we help them understand how their 
communication using this media impacts their relationships and can cause them to miss opportunities to 
exercise strong character in action (The 8 Essentials).

Activity - The Text Message Exchange (14-16 minutes):
• Say, “Today we are going to look at a text message exchange between two people in a 

relationship with each other. As we watch this video, be looking for the precise moment 
the breakdown in communication occurs.” 

• *Play Video: Text Message Exchange (1:36).* 

• Say, “Let’s take a little time to figure out what happened here. Turn to a partner and ask 
them where they think the communication turned into conflict.”

 Є Give them a minute or two to discuss this. 

Review - Written Communication Review (2-3 minutes):
• *Project Image: Written Communication Diagram.* 

• Say, “Let’s review what we looked at last time. In particular, let’s look at the Written 
Communication Diagram.” 

• Say, “The deliverer of communication has an emotional context and the perceiver has 
an emotional context. What does that emotion have the potential to do to language as 
you attempt to communicate in written form?”

 Є Allow students to respond freely.
 Є Ask, “What can’t we know about a person when we can’t see or hear them?”
 Є Answer: We can’t really know anything about their emotions.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Byj0QA_J3sqtX2d2dDMzNHBkdHM


© CharacterStrong, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Do Not Distribute. PAGE 3

Civil Discourse - Social Media
GRADE 11, LESSON 12

 Є Take responses from volunteers. 

• Say, “Now, let’s watch this one more time, only this time, I’m going to pause the 
video after each message is sent to discuss what is going on at each stage of the 
communication.”

 Є Teacher Note: Show the video one more time, pausing it after each message 
gets sent. It may help to have a student at the computer pressing pause for 
you while you’re up front. 

• *Play Video: Text Message Exchange (1:36).*
 Є Bae: Hey what’s going on?

 Є Ask, “What were they saying here? What do we and don’t we know 
about their world?”

 Є Me: Nothing much, you?
 Є Ask, “What can we and can’t we know about the context of each person 

at this point of the conversation?”
 Є Bae: Not a whole lot. But for real, what’s going on?

 Є Ask, “Apparently Bae needs clarification on something. What can we 
know at this point?”

 Є Ask, “How many different ways can the sentence, “But for real, what’s 
going on?’ be stated?”

 Є Ask students to model all of the different ways this sentence might 
sound when spoken?

 Є Me: Nothing, why?
 Є Ask, “What are all of the possibilities for the way this message could be 

perceived by Bae?”
 Є Bae: You just seem like you have an attitude.

 Є Ask, “Is this an escalation, meaning it could make the situation more 
tense than it already is? What are the possibilities for how this could 
have been communicated if it were spoken?”

 Є Me: What?
 Є Ask, “Again, how could this be spoken?”

 Є Bae: Yeah… you’re just being short with me.
 Є Ask, “What has been assumed here?”

 Є Me: No I’m not.
 Є Ask, “What are the options here for how this could have been 

perceived?”
 Є Bae: Yes. You are.

 Є Ask, “Does the period after ‘yes’ matter?”
 Є Bae: See.

 Є Ask, “‘See?’ What does that mean?”
 Є Me: Ugh… stop. Why are you always like this? I’m fine.

 Є Ask, “Was I lying at this point? Am I now fulfilling Bae’s expectations of 
me?” 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Byj0QA_J3sqtX2d2dDMzNHBkdHM
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 Є Bae: What do you mean ‘I’m always like this?’ Ugh… you are so rude 
sometimes.” 

 Є Ask, “Notice the emoji. What can we now know about Bae?”
 Є Me: I’M NOT BEING RUDE!!

 Є Ask, “Uh oh… all caps! What does that mean? Is it easy to perceive how 
“Me” is talking here?”

 Є Bae: THEN WHY ARE YOU YELLING AT ME?
 Є Ask, “How is this conversation going at this point?”

 Є Bae: You know what? I’m done with this. So dumb.”
 Є Ask, “What is meant by ‘So dumb.’ What are the potentials here?”

 Є Me: Calling me dumb? Fine. Be done.
 Є Ask, “How did ‘Me’ interpret that previous message?”

 Є Bae: No, I’m not calling you dumb… ugh, THIS is so dumb. Anyway, bye.”
 Є Ask, “Did the conversation get better or worse toward the end?”

 Є Students will likely say “worse,” but in reality, the communication 
got better. They began expressing their emotions a little more 
clearly. 

 Є Ask, “In what ways was the emotion expressed a little more clearly by 
the end of the message?”

 Є Me: Bye
 Є Bae: I don’t like this. But whatever. Bye.

 Є Ask, “So how did it end?”
 Є Get a few responses from students.

Discussion - Written Communication (5-7 minutes):
• Ask, “After going through it a second time, where do you believe the breakdown in 

communication occurred here?”  

• Ask, “Now it’s time to reflect on what we’ve learned about communication. Let’s apply 
it to Civil Discourse. If we’re going to engage in conversation that is going to be laced 
with emotion, what’s the best way to have that conversation?”

 Є Answer: In person!  

• Ask, “What’s the second best way?”
 Є Answer: Verbally on the phone or using Facetime/Skype. 

• Ask, “What’s the worst way?”
 Є Answer: The way they primarily communicate with each other already! Text 

and Messaging.
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Exit Intentionally (3 minutes):
• Say, “Open up your notebooks or get out a sheet of paper. Let’s write for just a minute 

on this prompt: 
 Є How can we best demonstrate Patience, Kindness, Honesty, Respect, 

Selflessness, Forgiveness, Humility, and Commitment in our text messages 
to our friends? What do we need to be intentional about in our written 
communication?”










